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Mario Marrello
UCR President

was taking a drive one Saturday back in late May.

The weather was fantastic, visibility was excellent,

but there must have been something in the air, as
| seemed to be extra sensitive to the proliferation
of bad driving habits that day. | can get into details
about some of the behaviours | saw, but I'm sure
you've seen them all: driving too slow in the pass-
ing lanes (trucks especially), lane changes without a
glance in the mirror, never mind a signal, using the
signal not to indicate that a lane change but to tell
you that your space is about to be consumed, slow-
ing down in a centre lane to decide where to go...
I 'can go on but I'll run out of space! | wonder if we
should be seriously looking at revamping how we
train and certify everyday drivers. I'm afraid the situ-
ation will only get worse as more drivers attack our
roads. With urban sprawl, driving is becoming more
of a necessity. Even with the concentration of con-
dos downtown, which should theoretically reduce
traffic, we are seeing more and more traffic leaving
the core. We need to come up with a better system
of training our drivers and keeping them trained. Of
course, I'm not talking about UCR members. One of
the reasons | joined UCR 12 years ago was to get the
opportunity to improve my driving through DE, Auto-
cross, Rallies and Fun Runs and meet others who
shared the same passion. | believe we should always
be striving to learn new skills, to practice our existing
skills, and UCR has been instrumental in providing
the opportunities to do this. As a result, | really think
UCR members are way ahead of the rest of the pack.

Alright, enough of that rant. Let's get back to the
good stuff:

July’s flagship event is our club race. Mike Edmonds
returned after a successful event in 2011 to lead
the charge and has once again put together a tre-
mendous event. Club racing is a great way to see a
wide variety of Porsches being driven at their limits
in a true racing event. The weekend starts with a
test and tune day sponsored by Canadian Tire Mo-
torsports Park, followed by three days of practice,
qualifying and race sessions. | hope to see many of
you there, racing or volunteering to help out in the
many areas.

July also has the Porsche Parade. The Parade is

PCA’s biggest event. It brings together members
from all regions across North America for a wide
variety of activities. Many PCA members make the
Parade their vacation destination and every year the
experience is unique. This year, the Parade is in Salt
Lake City, Utah.

Looking back to June, it was a busy month for UCR.
Look for details in this and upcoming issues of
Provinz about the Zone 1 Club Race, the Porsche-
abilities charity run at Mosport for the Durham Down
Syndrome Association, the June DE Track Walk
event, the Zone 1 48-hours at the Glen DE weekend,
the Polo for Heart fun run, the Welcome to Summer
fun run, the June Social at Downtown Porsche, the
Rally, the Concours and the Autocross. Whew!

In addition to all these events, on June 7th | had the
privilege of attending the ground breaking ceremony
of Porsche’s newest Ontario dealership: Porsche
Centre Oakville. If you recall, we had the opportu-
nity to meet Francesco Policaro, the General Man-
ager of the Policaro Group, at a UCR social last year
while this was still a work in progress and | am very
happy to see the project kicked off and construction
beginning. I'm excited to have another world class
Porsche dealership in UCR and my hearty congratu-
lations go out to Francesco and the Policaro group
for making this happen.

Keep well and stay safe,

Mario Marrello
m.marrello@computer.org

provinZ PRESIDENT / CALENDAR

Please check future issues of Provinz, as details for some events are yet to be confirmed.
As always, for last minute updates on all events, please visit the UCR website at www.pcaucr.org

JANUARY 24 Sun UCR Autocross, Toronto Star Facility,
Woodbridge
10 Tues UCR Social Meeting at Mimico
Cruising Club
FEBRUARY
10-12  Fri-Sun Canadian Motorsports Expo (CME) at
International Centre, Toronto
14 Tues UCR Social Meeting at Mimico

Cruising Club

25-26 Sat-Sun Zone 1 — Tech Tactics in Easton, PA

MARCH
1 Thurs UCR Ski Day — Osler Bluff Ski Club
(Collingwood)
13 Tues UCR Social Meeting at
Mimico Cruising Club
APRIL
10 Tues UCR Social Meeting in Auora
(see page 6 for details)
14 Sat Introductory Driving School at Mosport
28 Sat Introductory Driving School at Mosport
MAY
5 Sat Muskoka Spring Fun Run
(see Fun Run Calendar on page 37)
6 Sunday UCR Open House at Markham Fair
Grounds, Markham
8 Tues UCR Social Meeting

(visit pcaucr.org for details)
UCR Driver Education at Mosport

Collingwood Area Fun Run
(see Fun Run Calendar on page 37)

Zone 1 - Rally and Concours

12-13  Sat-Sun
19 Sat

19-20 Sat-Sun

JUNE

1-3 Fri-Sun Zone 1 - Clash at The Glen

3 Sunday UCR Concours at Appleby College,
Oakville

9-10 Sat-Sun UCR Driver Education at Mosport

12 Tues No UCR Social Meeting
(postponed until the following Tuesday)

15-17  Fri-Sun Zone 1 - 48 Hours

16 Sat Fun Run to Polo For Heart
(See Fun Run Calendar on page 53)

17 Sunday Yorkville Exotic Car Show on
Bloor Street West, Toronto

17 Sunday Fun Run to Ancaster and Surrounds

19 Tues UCR Social Meeting at Downtown
Porsche, Toronto

23 Sat Summer Rally

(see Fun Run Calendar on page 53)
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WELCOME!

NEW MEMBERS

Name Location Model Thanks To

elcome to your monthly socials page. 2012 marks my second year as Socials Chair and | am

Wcontinuing to enjoy the role. We are regularly hosting numbers of 80+ members per event, with the
highest topping 160 members.

| thank those of you who have shared your comments and suggestions to make these monthly events in-

teresting and | encourage your continued feedback, which will allow me to continue to build on our success

to date. | look forward to seeing you at the next social and please remember to RSVP to me seven days in

advance if you are going to attend. It will help with planning and make our events more successful.

Isabel Starck

UCR Socials Chair
(416) 887-0386
isabel@
sportscarboutique.com

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, July 10,2012
Pfaff Porsche, 115 Auto Park Circle, Woodbridge,
ON L4L 8R1 905-851-085
www.pfaffporsche.com
Speaker: Chris Pfaff

Pfaff Motors Group, avid Club sponsor and advocate,
welcome us to their Porsche Dealership in Woodbridge
for our July Social. Their dedication to our Club and its
members is demonstrated year after year in their hosting
of our Summer Social. The renovations to their Porsche
dealership along with their traditional BBQ will assure an
exciting event. Bring your family and guests alike for this
enjoyable evening with the Pfaff Group.

Please see photos from the UCR
Introductory Driving School (IDS)
at Mosport in April 2012 by by
Michael A. Coates on page 40

The June Social was delayed by one week, hence the
report and photos of this event were not available at
press time.

Socials are held on the second Tuesday of each month. Venues vary and will be updated on this page and on
the UCR website. Meet and greet fellow members starting at 6:30pm. Dinner is scheduled to begin between
7:00 and 7:30pm followed by the guest speaker.

Tuesday, August 14,2012
Co-Social with the BMW Trillium Club
Port Credit Yacht Club, 115 Lakefront Promenade,
Mississauga L5E 3G6 905-278-5578 http://pcyc.net
Speaker: Auto journalists Jim Kenzie and Kathy Renwald

The Port Credit Yacht Club welcomes UCR Club back in
2012 for our August Social. This year our friends from
the BMW Trillium Club will join us for our yearly Co-So-
cial featuring a panel of auto journalists, including Jim
Kenzie and Kathy Renwald.

Our return to the PCYC in Mississauga is sure to please
as the views are spectacular and the grounds welcom-
ing for both our groups. Dedicated parking is just steps
away from the entrance.

PROPER

Realty Corparation, Brekerage

Ray Punzalan
Besiani off Rt ' Praciichnt

Deect 161 9981367 « Difce: 19 A% & Far |-HESIM2A0]
Tiry. purne alarel s pme Ao s L
) 'vig Reneo Drive, Sue 200 » Bichmond Hll, 08« L35 0BR

PCACH Mombaer * Commaercial / Residential Real Estate
Service across GTA and surrounding areas
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Membership stats submitted by Angie and Mark Herring, UCR Membership Chairs

Continued on page 12

ANNIVERSARIES consanrs
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15

YEARS

YEARS

10

YEARS

To change your address or
enjoy no-hassle renewal,
email or call Angie or Mark
Herring at (905) 854-3332 or
ucrmembers@xplornet.com
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THE WAY WE WERE...

25 Years Ago

Provinz’s print run was up to 500 copies. Roth-
mans-Porsche series 944s were on the cover.
After the pictured race, Spenard, Goodyear and
Adam helicoptered to Malton so that they could

including the note on the Porsche Cars Canada  GMP - The Seidman Kaufman Group. Sean is an avid 2 el gt et 1 (L LRI, ey

special deal for tickets to the Victoria Day Speedfest  trackie with UCR, who | met at the recent Yorkville Exotic was adding about 15 per month and we were up to
at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park, which included the  Car where Sean was displaying his track car. 300. Hans Gramlich, Paul Laurence, Rick Metcalfe
first running of this season’s Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge and Alex Pankiw joined, among others. Howard &
Canada, | received an unexpected invitation from Michelin ~ Also new to our newsletter is California Detailers, while Benedetta Dexter transferred in from Ottawa Re-
Canada to come on out to ‘Mosport’ to enjoy that very  Formula Traffic Tickets is a returning advertiser. . .
same deal. | was thrilled to accept. gion (now Rennsport). A report of 300 drivers at

Just after finalizing my editor'’s column last month,  Last month we welcomed Sean Seidman of Richardson

Lastly, | want to draw your attention to volunteering in the the Watkins Glen Zone 1 DE event, including 10
= This year, there was quite an impressive field of 21 club. This is just as simple as saying, the more you put in, from UCR. Shannonville DE was now $55 and
Kye Wankum cars from Ontario, Quebec and tr;e United States in this  the more you get out. There is a plenitude of opportunin; events ran on a Friday. Harry Bytzek was to host a
; series, which is really still in its infancy in only its second  to get involved and help out. Last week, we were one o A T . .
Editor season. The racing was close and fierce as we got to  the car club hosts of the Yorkville Exotic Car Show on et el Calt el T LSt
cheer on our local boys. My congratulations go out to  Bloor Street with our own tent and set-up there, this week
fellow club members, Tim Sanderson and llker Starck  we had the annual UCR Concours at Appleby College in 20 Years Ago
who successfully competed in their very first outings in  Oakville. Next week, we'll be hosting the annual PCA Club Phil White and his blow-up doll Maggie on the cov-

this series. Race at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park - and these are just
a few examples. .. Helping out at these and other events
| was holding back Ronan McGrath’s article on the new is easy; you'll be sure to have a great time and make

er. Member Scott Goodyear came a close second at
the Indy race by 4/100 of a second. Clive Van Wert

991 for a month, hoping that | too would get a chance to  some new friends in the process as well. Contact anyone was set to drive Botho von Bose’s 911 to the San
drive the car and share my impressions. Seems that the  on the UCR Board to find out more on this or to provide Diego Parade. Mark & Angie Herring welcomed 52
car is so popular that even our own Rick Bye who handles  suggestions and feedback. new members, among them Kevin Kurnik. DE was
the press cars for Porsche, was unable to secure one for . . now $170 for weekend events. (Old) Phil White
me for even a couple of hours over the last few weeks, so  Get involved and enjoy the summer! @ . )
we'll be relying on Ronan’s thorough feedback. wrote a humorous article concluding that a two-
seater Porsche is the only environmentally logical
| want to once again take this opportunity to thank all commuter car. There was to be a Chinese Auction Your Source for Used, New Original Porshe &
of our advertisers without whom the production of our headed by Umberto Deboni and a Fun Rally. Bruce Aftermarket Parts for All Porsche Models.

newsletter would not be possible. Please be sure to give

all of them a chance for your business. Farrow reviewed the “Beginners’ Concours”.

15 Years Ago

Karl Thomson'’s last issue as editor. The DE week-
end rate was $210. Ron Bell and Johan Carnell
joined. Andy Wright and lan John wrote a lengthy
review of our Multi-Event Weekend and Karl Thom-
son reviewed the newsletter competition results -
which we didn’t win.
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UCR Driver Ed Dates for 2012

Introductory Driving School
Saturday April 14th, Mosport Training Facility
Saturday April 28th, Mosport Training Facility
Loads of Porsche Fun with Lunch Provided.
Slip and Slide in complete Safety!

Driver Education Program Dates

Saturday & Sunday, May 12th & 13th
Mosport Grand Prix Track

Our Spring Fling with Munchie Buffet Social
and Lunch Time Lucky Draw included!

Saturday & Sunday June 9th & 10th

Mosport Grand Prix Track

Saturday evening Track Walk with Refreshments.
A must for all serious “Trackies”

More to be announced for this event!

Friday thru Sunday, July 13th, 14th & 15th

Mosport Grand Prix Track

Loads of Student Spaces, Three Days of Track Time
and Saturday evening Dinner & Social with NNJR

LETTERS
TO THE EDITORS

Please send in your comments about this newsletter
and the articles featured herein, but also about any other
topic concerning our club. Things you'd like to see and
do; things you don't. Personal anecdotes, your Porsche
ownership-related experiences - good and bad. This is
your forum - please be sure to make good and repeated
use of it.

Submissions are due on the first of the month to be
published in the following month's issue of Provinz.

Please submit your contributions to
kye.wankum@rogers.com

Saturday & Sunday, August 18th & 19th
Calabogie Motorsports Park

Drive this Fabulous Road Course
nestled in the heart of Ski Country.
More to be announced!

Saturday & Sunday, September 22nd & 23rd
Mosport Grand Prix Track

One of our most popular weekends. It’s the
Fall Colors event with Munchie Buffet Social
and Lunch Time Lucky Draw included!

Saturday & Sunday, October 13th & 14th
Mosport Grand Prix Track

Our Multi Marque Oktoberfest event
with German Cars, Food and Beverages!

For questions regarding UCR
DE registration, please contact

Hi Kye.

Just thought I'd let you know of the prompt mail
delivery of Provinz this month. | received the June
Provinz on Friday, June 1st. Can’t beat that!

Thank you for your efforts to produce a great maga-
zine each and every month!

Regards,
Paul Schurter

UCR WANTS
YOU!

Edlibos-In-Chist UCR in sesksng & naw adilos lor Prosing.
Peaporaibilities include ihe gaihersg and edileg of
contenty ghtl phologrssi, and the supsvision of st
production, prnteg and mailing of our newsisfien -

all with the teimilic supgod Irom our anlire Preving Team.
Pieiass contact Kys Wankum at

e N basn 1 rogede cosm o find oul more aboul this
TAWAPH NG POESN

Aareeitsaing and Sposmaranip Chas o haip with e
coordingtion sne saies of ail sdvarining and sponsar-
g coportumies for out suppariets.

Includs worling clossdy with tha Proving Team and tha
UCH Webmasier, as well as with the chairs of ICR
awenis, such 58 Clul Racs, Concours, Dpan Houss, e
Pisase contact Richard Shepard, Provine Publinher, 5

Hi Kye,

Loved the cover of this month’s edition of Provinz [June].
| have one of the fifty-one 1994 Turbo 3.6 cars with the
X88 engine option. | bought it new from Pfaff and it was
my daily driver (summers only) for several years and still
is one of my all time favorites.

Unlike the US package, this car does not have the rear
fender air intakes. The style is timeless and the wide hips
do give the car a mean appearance, traffic moves aside
promptly as you start to fill their rear view mirror. It still
is one of the quickest cars on the road and must have far
more horsepower than the sticker guaranteed. The interior
is a little cramped and pretty basic by today’s standards,
but this is clearly a car that was built with only one goal in
mind, and that is to go!

Great article on a great Porsche.
John Roth

all HUNTER

Dates & Notes

July 8-14, 2012
PCA Parade in
Salt Lake City, Utah

November 8-11, 2012
PCA Escape
Eureka Springs, Arkansas

Visit www.zone1.pca.org
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New Members continued from page 7

Name Location Model Thanks To

Kevin Chung Woon Kwan North York 12-Cayman David Ip / Open House

Cory Lawrynowicz Toronto 12-Cayman R Downtown Porsche

Faxing Li Richmond Hill 12-Cayenne S Hybrid Downtown Porsche

Dean & Jackie Lines London 07-Cayman S

Tom Lussmann & Sonia Piteo Toronto 12-Cayman

David McCaskill Toronto 06-911 C4S

Christine Meng Toronto 12-Cayenne Downtown Porsche

Patrick & Ryan Michels Orillia 03-911T

Gary Moore Courtice 11-911

William & Michelle Moore Oakville 07-911 Downtown Porsche : ol rarar e T LRI Sy oy g e e

David Muth Port Elgin 03-911 Open House WA £9) ULT YA ” Lk .

Anne Nicol Mississauga 12-Cayenne Downtown Porsche p—

Murat Ozsan Toronto 91-911 C4

Gerhard & Christine Parthe Cambridge 86-911 i

Chris & Mary Pattison Whitby 05-Boxster Open House Vi Needed! For il informarfion go fo il Race ol

Alec & Micki Puksa Hawkstone 08-RS60 Spyder olunteers Tl e o PR T W i VTP Dol omaa

Raymond Punzalan Richmond Hill 06-Cayman " s i | T N

Wen Bo Quin North York 11-911 GTS Downtown Porsche Expetience Ot Racing L Clos! 2 =~

Constantine Rallis Toronto 00-911 Questiors? Fease contac 1] =
Maarten Randeraad & Heather Bogan Orangeville 05-911 Ml Fiptrrid 'Llf' L P Cre s N .
John Rydall Oakville 94-911 Open House iR O D 1 i + s
Mitchell Salz Thornhill 12-911T Downtown Porsche RIS L M I - —
Walter Sasseville Burlington 75-911

Imtiaz Seyid Unionville 05-Boxster S

Alan Shek Markham 11-911 GT3 RS

David Smith Mississauga 12-Cayenne Downtown Porsche

Graham & Lynda Stewart London 12-911 GTS4

Elvis Stojko & Gladys Orozco Concord 98-Boxster

Antonsureshkumar Swakeenpillai Markham 12-Cayenne Downtown Porsche

Venu Tadiboyna Toronto 10-911T Downtown Porsche

Gary Thistle Whitby 03-911

M. Thurairajah Don Mills 12-Cayenne Downtown Porsche

Giuseppe & Antoinetta Trentadue Richmond Hill 09-911T

Peter & Janet Van Velzen Gormley 02-Boxster

Jack & Joan Vander Kooy Richmond Hill 03-Boxster Peter Van Velzen

Paulo Vieira & Deborah Bernardino Milton 86-911

Cliff Walkington & Rob Mollet Toronto 88-911 Open House

Gord & Marilyn Whatley Acton 88-928 Open House

Ali Yaser Toronto 12-911 Downtown Porsche

provinZz DEPARTMENTS / NEW S,




by George O’Neill,
UCR Tech Editor

The following article was graciously

supplied by Pedro Bonilla from Pedro’s Garage.

f you go online and check the different Porsche Forums (in-
cluding mine, PedrosBoard.com) you’d think that these fail-
ures are common.

The truth is that only a very small percentage of engines fail, but
when someone has an engine failure, the first place they go is
the Internet and post about their “self-destructing” engine. No-
body bothers to post that he drove to work and back safely and
his engine didn’t blow up that day!

So, should you worry about it? | say no. Enjoy your car. Very few
have catastrophic failures. Having said that, let me try to quickly
and simply explain what these potential failures are.

The one most people worry about is the Intermediate Shaft
Bearing failure. Even though it’s referred to as the Intermediate
Shaft (IMS) failure, what fails is the bearing at one end, not the
Intermediate Shaft itself. All of the modern water-cooled Porsche
engines up to 2008 have a shaft that runs the length of the un-
derside of the engine block. This shaft is chain-driven from the
crankshaft and in turn drives the double camshafts on each bank
of cylinders. At one end of the IMS is a sprocket which spins on
a bearing. The sprocket is held in place by a small stud that can
break, causing the bearing to fail. The bearing can also show
excessive wear because Porsche used sealed bearings, which
are lubricated “for life”.

These bearings eventually, with many miles and many, many
heat cycles tend to dry up the “lifetime” grease and because
they are sealed and cannot self lubricate with oil, they can start

provinZ FEATURE
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IMS Bearing

to wear excessively. Eventually, if not attended to, the wear will
allow the end of the IMS to move a bit which can alter the en-
gine’s timing and catastrophic engine failure can happen. If the
engine goes, there is generally so much internal damage that
the engine has to be replaced with either a new or a used one
($8,000 to $18,000).

There are several remedies. The easiest one is to replace the
bearing before damage occurs. This can be done in one of two
ways:

Removing the engine from the car, dismantling it and open-
ing the two engine block halves and replacing the bearing with
either an OEM bearing or with an aftermarket one.

Replacing the bearing without engine removal with a popular
aftermarket retrofit, which uses a stronger, non-sealed bearing.
This requires the use of a proprietary special tool for removal of
the OEM and installation of the new retrofit.

Both of these solutions are costly, so my recommendation is
when you need your clutch replaced, at the same time do the
IMS retrofit since the transmission, clutch and flywheel have to
be removed anyway. The IMS bearing sits behind the flywheel.

Some people have been able to catch the problem before com-
plete engine failure occurs. Some have been lucky when replac-
ing their clutch and caught it just in time while others were able
to observe a foul-smelling oil leak that led them to replace the
IMS bearing before engine failure happened.

Which cars are prone to this failure? All of the M96/M97 Porsche
engines have the IMS and thus are prone to have the bearing
fail. These engines can be found in 1996-2008 Boxsters, 1999-
2008 Carreras, and 2006-2008 Caymans. Turbos and GT3s
have a different engine architecture and don’t suffer this malady.

We have also seen Tiptronic-fitted cars and cars that are driv-
en hard, such as those tracked on a regular basis, are much
less prone to the IMS bearing failure. We have seen garage-
queen cars that failed at 25,000 miles and tracked cars (mine),

which were still running strong at 200,000+ miles. Most of the
catastrophic IMS failures come from 1999-2000 Carreras and
1997-2004 Boxsters, but there have also been a few from 997s
and 987s as well.

Porsche has never admitted to having a problem with the
IMS bearing on the M96/M97 engines. Nevertheless, Porsche
changed the design of the IMS no less than four times during
the production life of the 996 and 986. They also reinforced
the bearings on the IMS and evened out the stress on the shaft
by re-designing the cam chains and sprockets in later model
years, especially when the M97 engine was introduced (on the
997s and 987s). Curiously, the latest engines (A19) on 2009
and newer cars were completely redesigned to not have an in-
termediate shaft.

We have also seen the “D-chunk” failure where the cylinder
liner (generally in the center cylinder — No. 2 or No. 5) develops
parallel cracks and eventually the bottom edge of the cracked
cylinder releases a chunk in the form of a “D”. When these
cracks develop, just as with the porous block engines, some
coolant may mysteriously “disappear”.

Another one is the bottom-end failure due to oil starvation (on
the track with sticky tires — because of the elevated G-forces
that force the oil away from the pump’s intakes). What generally
goes in these failures are the crankshaft bearings that overheat
and break up due to lack of lubrication when the oil pump goes
dry on the high lateral-force turns every lap.

One catastrophic engine failure that can be avoided easily by
observation is the hydraulic-lock failure caused by a failed oil
breather system also known as the Air / Qil separator (AQS).
This system is designed to distill oil from the crankcase vent
and return the liquid oil back into the engine. When it fails, lig-
uid oil can be drawn into the inlet system causing a hydraulic-
locked engine and catastrophic failure. If your car starts smok-
ing heavily on startups on a regular basis it's generally a telltale
sign of a bad AOS. A big cloud of smoke once in a blue moon is
normal, but not constantly.

There have also been a few other engine failures which are
rarely seen anymore. On the late model 1997 to early 1999
Boxsters there were the porous engine blocks. Because the
Boxster was such an unexpected sales success, Porsche had
to quickly ramp up production and a few hundred porous
blocks delivered to the assembly line from their contractor
went undetected by their quality control procedures. Cars with
porous engines started filtering coolant into the oil through
microscopic pores in the cylinders. The engines that failed this
way were generally replaced by Porsche at little to no cost to
the owner (even when these cars were out of warranty — this
happened to my "98 at 27,000 miles when the warranty at the
time only covered through 24,000 miles or 2 years).

Porsche was able to recall most of the porous blocks, but be-
cause of the production boom they tried to salvage the situ-
ation by boring the cylinders and pressing in a special sleeve
into the cylinder thereby sealing the pores. The fix worked, but
some of these engines had a slipped sleeve requiring Porsche
to also replace those engines as well.

Porsche has never disclosed the failure rates in the M96/M97
engines. percentome Internet figures have these failure rates
as high as 20-25% of all engines, but from what I've seen in
my own experience and also in discussions with many other
independent Porsche techs specializing in engine rebuilds, I'm
a firm believer that the catastrophic engine failure rate in the
aforementioned engines is only 1 — 2 percent. That means
98 — 99 percent of the engines will lead long and healthy lives!

| think I'll just go

for a drive now. L
To find out more
about our cars ]

and their engines, ,.--l‘

please visit my //—f—
website at: www.

PedrosGarage.
com.

Happy

Porsche-ing, —
Pedro & ——

Slipped sleeve
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AN UNFAIR
COMPARISON

Story and photos by
Ronan McGrath, UCR Member
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con. The term is overused, but there is no better term to

describe the 911, a car that defines the Porsche brand.

When a youthful Butzi Porsche designed the 911 he could
never have imagined that he had launched a dynasty, a family
of cars that would achieve success in every possible sporting
venue and which would ultimately outlive him. Each genera-
tion has its passionate adherents, and when a new platform
is launched, the anticipation of the new car is always muted
by the fear of loss, that some of the soul of the outgoing car
would slip away. Enter the 991. It has been reviewed world-
wide by hundreds of publications. | read numerous reviews,
and approached the car with questions. How about the electric
steering, for example?

My weekend drivers consist of a 3.6 and 3.8 997RS, which
have often been cited as handling benchmarks, and close to
the final development of the 997 platform. It was time for an
unfair comparison with the RS and also to find out what the
new car was like as a daily driver in mixed conditions.

Everyone knew that Porsche had to change. The 997, long at
or near the top of the heap, was getting long in the tooth. The
Nissan GT-R had delivered a warning shot heard in every other
performance car manufacturer. The future included everything
from the NSX, a new R8 in a few years, a possible Toyota Su-
pra, and a new Vette among others. The 911 was the target,
and someone would start to lead in key statistics. You can’t
learn all that much from numbers in isolation, but car enthu-
siasts care about them, so 0-60 times, Nurburgring lap times
and so on are discussed and used in promotional material
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endlessly. Another and very large group of buyers cares more
about everyday drivability, fit and finish, aesthetics, deprecia-
tion, and reliability.

| had the opportunity to live with the 991S for ten days. The
car was heavily optioned with all of the Porsche acronyms. In
profile, the car is to me the best looking 911 since the 993,
tautly resolved and much more streamlined in appearance. The
larger size is balanced by the 20” wheels. The rear three-quar-
ter view is the least attractive. Although no wider than an RS,
it seems fat from this angle. | would have liked to have seen
it balanced by larger taillights. The sunroof is strange, leav-
ing an ugly shelf-like extension outside the roof when open.
However, it's a great looking car and makes the 997 look a bit
old fashioned.

A NICE PLACE TO BE

911 interiors have sometimes been criticized in the media as
being low-rent given the price point, and the 991 interior is a
complete rethink. The seats in particular are a huge improve-
ment over the previous regular 997, with adjustable side bol-
sters, squab and lumbar support. The wide centre console is
logically laid out, with the central buttons for changing shift
and stability modes grouped logically. Porsche has provided
a thicker steering wheel, which is free of buttons. The thicker
wheel was a fairly obscure option on previous cars and feels a
lot better than the old thin one. The cockpit is a very nice place
to be. As with all German manufacturers, the cup holders are
mad. Porsche’s are strange devices like handcuffs on sticks,

which balance threateningly over the knees of the passenger. ~>
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There is a strong impression that this is a much bigger car, thanks
to the windshield rake. This greater spaciousness has a couple
of less positive results. The top of the deeper dash creates a fair
amount of reflectivity. This could be solved by using something
less glossy than leather for the dash top. Secondly the “aiming
ability” of being able to see the two front wings is no longer pos-
sible. Although this was an unexpected change, in practical terms,
| got quickly used to it. Most performance cars do not have this
feature anyways.

Slipping the 991-shaped key into the slot for the first time, |
started the car. The engine is basically an upgraded version of
the 997, quiet and smooth, unlike the mechanical rattles of the
Metzger in the RS. | put the PDK in automatic initially. The very
firstimpression is of a very refined car, with little of the sportiness
of the traditional 911. At low speeds, steering is very light with
little feedback. In auto, the car shifts seamlessly up to seventh
gear by about 50mph. It sips gas. So far, nothing of the sport-
ing 911 is to be felt. However, during a very mixed use of the
car, which included a long highway trip to New York, some very
aggressive driving on a private road, twisty country roads and
dense city commuting, this mode proved to be used more often

=l idoresnda |
I e
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than | imagined. On the heavily patrolled I-90 in NY where
anything over 70mph will invite a conversation with a State
Trooper, | found myself in a relaxed quiet GT.

However, engaging the paddle shift and selecting the Sport
plus mode, an entirely different car emerges immediately.
The engine noise is suddenly much more aggressive, shifts
are immediate and crisp and the car feels taut. The big
revelation is cornering. The old 911 slow-in, fast-out has
basically disappeared. There is simply no comparison as to
how quickly you can corner. The new platform is supremely
stable and there is no sensation of the old pendulum ef-
fect. | tried this in wet and dry conditions. Based on a lot of
experience with the RS, the 991 on street tires can corner
equivalently to the RS on track focused PS cups. This is the
greatest advance over the older platform. For those used to
the traditional eccentricities of the 911 it will be a rethink,
but for new buyers it is a much more accessible drive.

DRIVE BY WIRE

How about that electric steering? The short answer is that at
this stage it does not provide the almost magical feedback
of the RS (or any of the 997s), especially at lower speeds.
However after ten days of daily driving | developed a lot more
comfort with it. It is far from bad, and certainly equivalent to
most of the competition | have tried. Talking to a number of
991 owners in the UK who have had their cars for a number
of months, it would appear that it is not as big an issue as
| expected. Certainly, when pushing the car really hard, the
whole platform feels very planted and the steering is fine.

As for the ongoing debate about manual versus sequential,
it’s really a personal choice. When BMW shocked the world
by making the M5 and M6 paddle-shift in 2005, | bought
one, imperfect SMG and all. Since then | have owned both
manual and sequential cars continuously. The question of
which can shift faster is long over. | love the feeling of en-

gagement of a manual, but driving a stick in daily commuter
traffic on cratered urban roads is not my idea of fun. Having
driven a variety of sequential cars on tracks, | am sold on
the fact that this is the future. The PDK is lightning fast and,
| suspect, will be specified by the majority of buyers. Looking
at the trend of performance cars in general, the inevitability
is clear. The Ferrari 458, GT-R, all AMGs, and even exotics
like the Pagani Zonda are all either sequential or full auto. As
there is a seven-speed stick shift available for the 991, the
market will decide in Porsche’s case. However, the 997 RS
was the last 911 to be offered as manual only, and it remains
to be seen what happens in the future.

FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE

If the RS represents some of the ultimate development of the
past, the 991 represents the basis for the future. It was a gen-
uine surprise to me that the performance was so close. It’s a
car with two personalities in one—a flexible and quiet daily
driver and a true sports car. | suspect it will have a broader
appeal than its predecessor. In my unfair comparison, the RS
turns me into a misanthrope, hunting for long tunnels to hear
the howl of the engine, twisty back roads, and not having to
deal with pesky passengers. Like a roller coaster, it's best
experienced in short, intense bursts. The 991 can be enjoyed
every day in every weather condition, but can also be driven
as a true sports car and is much less compromised for daily
use while being formidably quick. A 30-minute test drive in
the city will reveal little about its real capability.

When | returned the car, | was sorry to see it go. One thing
is clear: this new platform is already capable of producing
some great numbers. If this is the beginning of the new gen-
eration, the C4S, Turbo, the GT3 and subsequent versions
should have devastating performance. There will be excit-
ing cars from many manufacturers, creating new choices for
buyers. Will the 991 follow its predecessors to the top of the
heap? ...l have a strong suspicion that it will.
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advising the membership of a special deal offered by

Porsche Cars Canada for tickets to the Victoria Day Speed-
fest at Canadian Tire Motorsport Park last month, | received an
email from Michelin Canada inviting me to the same, also with
access to the Porsche hospitality. This was great, and while |
had planned to go to see the races anyways, | was now going in
style! Thank you, Michelin Canada!

Just when | had finished my editor’s column last month,

After picking up my friend Rudy Bartling along the way, we ar-
rived to seek out our friends from 6th Gear Racing/Bestline Auto
Tech, who were running the 2010 GT3 Cup Car of Marco Cirone
in the Platinum class of the IMSA GT3 Cup Challenge Canada.
Under their tent, we also found Perry Bortolotti, returning cham-
pion of last year’s series in a similar car, plus UCR member “Dr.
Bob” Seitz, running his 996-based cup car in the Silver category
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of the series. Newcomers to the series for this year were UCR
members llker Starck, running in the Platinum class and Tim
Sanderson in the Gold class.

Platinum, Gold and Silver classes are based on the model and
age of the particular GT3 Cup car. To find out more about the
series, go to http://www.imsaracing.net

After saying hello to our friends in the paddock and getting a
quick tour of the Porsche Motorsport support truck courtesy
of Laurance Yap (I immediately recognized the truck as being
the same one | used to spend many thousands of dollars in
when | ran in the ALMS over 10 years ago...), we went to find
the contact from Michelin Canada, Robert Haggart in the Mo-
sport shops permanently occupied by UCR supporter, Braidan
Tire. We chatted about the series in general and the fact that
this year, after a slow start in 2011, it had already grown to
a formidable size with 21 cars on the grid for this weekend’s
features — one race on Saturday and another on Sunday. Good
things are indeed on the horizon for this exciting new Porsche
racing series, with more competitors expected to enter the
fray during the course of this year and in the future.

Robert Haggart asked me if | wanted to be the one to an-
nounce the traditional ‘Gentlemen, start your engines’ for Sat-
urday’s race but | thought that honour was best left to Rudy,
one of this year’s inductees to the Canadian Motorsport Hall of
Fame and a Porsche racer for over 50 years. And that’s how,
after a brief interview over the PA system with Jim Martyn -
the announcer at many Mosport racing events, Rudy made the
call to get the Saturday race under way. >
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Please read on for details of the races,
as reported by UCR member, Geoff Britnell:
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FLOORING

J-F LaBarge (Montreal, Qc.) started the 2012 IMSA GT3 Cup Chal-
lenge Canada racing series with back-to-back wins to grab an
overall series lead at the 2012 Victoria Day Speedfest Weekend at
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park. The Montreal native won races on
both Saturday and Sunday to jump out in front in the Platinum Cup
Series.

Saturday saw SpeedMerchants team member LaBarge finish sev-
en seconds ahead of Etienne Borgeat (Montreal, Qc.) to win first
place honours.

Marco Cirone (Toronto, On) of 6th Gear Racing qualified first overall
with a lap time of 1:22.986 but was struck by misfortune as he
experienced a broken throttle cable, which led to an early exit with
afew laps to go.

2011 Gold Series Champion, Shaun McKaigue (Gilford, On.) showed
impressive early season form on Saturday, capturing the Gold Se-
ries title in his Fer-Pal Infrastructure/Aqua Pipe/PFAFF Sponsored
Porsche. McKaigue, racing on behalf of Fiorano Racing took the
lead in corner five midway through the race and never looked back
cruising to a 46-second victory over second place Bruce Gregory
(Kanata, On.).

The Silver Series saw a tightly contested finish as 2011 Champion
Robert Seitz (Toronto, On.) of 6th Gear Racing pushed past Gabor
Foti (Thornhill, On.) in the final laps for the win.

Professional Canadian sports car driver, Kyle Marcelli (Barrie, On.),
was the on-track leader for the entire race, however, the Pfaff Auto-
motive Partners driver ran as an “unclassified” or ineligible entrant
in the series to promote awareness for IMSA’s Developmental Se-
ries as a conduit to the American Le Mans Series. The series does
not normally allow professional drivers to compete.
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Sunday saw a stiffer challenge for LaBarge as he was pushed
by Alegra/Fiorano’s Carlos de Quesada (Tampa, Fl), however, the
Montreal native remained on top, winning his second in as many
races. The two pushed each other for the entire race as de Que-
sada was only within one millisecond of LaBarge’s fastest lap time
of 1:23.042.

The second place result was a positive step for de Quesada after
coming loose in turn two on Saturday and running into the barrier,
leading to a ninth place result.

In the Gold Series, Gregory was able to avenge his Saturday second
place finish by winning over Fiorano’s Tim Sanderson (Pickering,
On).

Saturday’s winner, McKaigue was unable to carry over the momen-
tum on Sunday falling to fifth in the category. Even though McKai-
gue recorded a personal best lap time of 1:25.295, he was unable
to push to the front of the pack as a spin-out in corner two midway
through the race cost him precious time.

Seitz was able to repeat in the Silver division as Firoano’s Foti once
again finished in second place.

LaBarge is currently leading the Platinum Cup standings with a
total of 40 points for SpeedMerchants while Gregory is leading by
six over McKaigue in the Gold Series and Seitz is leading the Silver
Series by four over Foti.

The next race that will occur in the IMSA GT3 Cup Challenge is the
2012 Grand Prix du Canada which takes place on June 8th to 10th
at the Circuit Gilles-Villeneuve, Montreal, Quebec. >
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Top Three Finishers by Class — Saturday, May 19, 2012

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Top Thee Finishers by Class — Sunday, May 20, 2012

Platinum

Silver
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Excerpts from Porsche Cars Canada’s press release following the weekend:

J-F LABERGE TAKES A WEEKEND DOUBLEHEADER AS PORSCHE GT3
CUP CHALLENGE CANADA BY MICHELIN BEGINS SECOND SEASON

The fastest growing single-make series in North America
sees series rookie win both Saturday and Sunday races in
the Victoria Day weekend race event at Canadian Tire Mo-
torsport Park

As the first race weekend of the 2012 Porsche 911 GT3 Cup
Challenge Canada by Michelin came to a close, two facts
were made perfectly clear: there are new names and faces
to be reckoned with and there are old ones as well. While
Jean-Frederic Laberge, who is new to the series this year,
won both on Saturday and Sunday, he was surrounded by fa-
miliar names from last year’s series like defending champion
Perry Bortolotti and the ultra quick Marco Cirone.

“This was a spectacular weekend for Canadian Motorsports,”
observed Joe Lawrence, President and CEO of Porsche Cars
Canada, Ltd (PCC). “It was another exciting day of Porsche
GT3 Cup Challenge racing — close, hard-fought, but clean.
It was amazing to watch 21 cars take the green flag today,
which represents a four-fold growth in just one season.”

“We had a great crowd come out, especially on Sunday,
said Laurance Yap, Porsche’s Manager of Marketing for PCC.
“And most of all, we can’t say enough about what the new
track management has done to improve Mosport Interna-
tional. After all they did it had to be renamed and Canadian
Tire Motorsports Park deserves part of the credit. This track
can now re-take its place among the legendary tracks of the
motorsports world.” More photos and schedule >
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Laurance Yap wﬂh Sunday’s podium of the Platinum Class with Carlos de Quesada,
J-F Laberge and Marco Cirone

Sunday’s Gold Class Podium: Bruce Gregory, Laurance Yap of Porsche Cars
Michael Levitas and Tim Sanderson Canada

UCR’s “Dr. Bob” Robert Seitz,
winner of the Silver Class on
Saturday and Sunday

Isabel and Ilker Starck after llker’s first race
weekend in the series

2012 Season Series
Schedule

May 19 - 20
June 8 - 10
July 6 -8
July 20 - 22
August 9 - 12

Your editor asks series guest driver, Kyle Marcelli, a
professional driver in the ALMS series, about sus-
pension set-up to deal with mid-corner understeer

Joe Lawrence President and
CEOQ, Porsche Cars Canada
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Porsche Cars Canada president, Joe Lawrence introduces
Sunday’s winning drivers to the crowd in the Porsche VIP tent

Michelin’s Robert Haggart with Sunday’s Silver Class Podium:
Gabor Foti, Bob Seitz and Leho Poldmae
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An impressive field of 21 Porsche 911 GT3 Cup Cars competed in
three different classes at the Victoria Day Speedfest at Canadian
Tire Motorsport Park in the first race of the 2012 season of the
Porsche GT3 Cup Challenge Canada by Michelin
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The Grand Canyon

PART 2

Continued from the June 2012 issue of Provinz

Story and Photos by

Ronan McGrath, UCR Member

here are only a couple of places where it’s possible

to stay on the rim of the Grand Canyon, and El Tovar

is one of them. The lobby is overflowing with day-
trippers, but there is no way to ignore the magnificence of
the main event. We take a shuttle to Hopi Point and watch
the sun turn the Canyon yellow, gold, pink and red as it
falls. Tourists sit on the edge of the rim, oblivious to the
one-mile depth. Some stand on one foot. Of course, now
and then someone falls in.

Next morning we take a long drive along the rim, a vast
series of giant natural cathedrals stretching out over the
ten-mile width. It’s impossible to judge the scale, as a hu-
man would be utterly invisible in the vastness.

We head to our destination to pick up the dogs in Scotts-
dale. A couple of days’ break gives us time to service the
trailer, get new rubber and do some mild trailblazing. The
superb Apache trail is a dirt road across dramatic land-
scape, driveable in any vehicle. The cacti are in bloom and
the road is completely empty. There is only one stop here,
at Tortilla Flat, so gas and water are a must.

On the way back we stop at the city of Florence, with its
very strange museum which displays photos of long-dead
convicted murderers, their portraits surrounded by the ac-
tual nooses used to execute them. An ‘A’ for originality, if
not taste. We take a drive over to the old town of Jerome,
Arizona, once a prosperous mining town, and now a popu-
lar arts centre much loved as a destination for car clubs.
Returning to Scottsdale, as we enter my street | see some-
thing | really did not expect. A GT3RS! | will see if | can find
my neighbour next time.

Soon it is time to pack up and make the long trek home.
Our plan is to do very little 66 on this trip, with 11,500
Ibs total weight for the Cayenne, including trailer, car, dogs
and passengers. The climb up from Scottsdale to Flagstaff
is steep, going from 2,000 ft to 7,700 feet in a relatively
short run. The Cayenne shows no signs of strain, beyond
a certain amount of hunting for gears on the steep climbs.
The weather is glorious as the sun rises. We stop at the
abandoned trading post at Twin Arrows, and then Meteor
Crater for gas. The desert sky is endless. We are soon at
the Continental Divide. West of this point US rivers drain
into the Pacific, whereas they drain East on the opposite
side. It is marked by a cheap trading post. =
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